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for your interest. I hope you can tell I under-
stand the importance of making sure Amer-
ica is entrepreneurial heaven. 

You know, one of the things that I love 
when I travel the world is you can get a sense 
for the country by asking questions. One of 
the things about our country is it’s a place 
where you can start with zero, you start with 
a dream and a good idea—in this case, a good 
mom and dad—and take risk and realize your 
dream. And it’s really important we keep it 
that way forever. America has got to be a 
place where dreamers can realize their 
dreams, and I love being in the midst of 
dreamers. 

Thanks for letting me come by. God bless 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. at JK 
Moving & Storage. In his remarks, he referred 
to Randy Minchew, chairman, Loudon County 
Republican Committee; President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf of Liberia; Charles Kuhn, president, chief 
executive officer, and founder, JK Moving & Stor-
age, Inc., and his mother, Shirley; Linda Graves, 
wife of former Gov. Bill Graves of Kansas; Gov. 
Tim Kaine of Virginia; Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan; and former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Foundations Involved With Gulf 
Coast Recovery 
January 19, 2006 

Laura and I are so thankful that Dr. 
Francis and Leland Speed—Dr. Francis is 
from Louisiana; Mr. Leland Speed is from 
Mississippi—are here to brief not only Don 
Powell and myself and Laura but also mem-
bers of the compassion community here in 
America. We’ve got charities from all across 
the country, foundations from all across the 
country who have come to listen to the needs 
of the good people in Mississippi and Lou-
isiana and the gulf coast region. 

Don and I talked about the commitment 
of the Federal Government—we’ve com-
mitted $85 billion thus far. But we also made 
it very clear that we’re going to need the help 
of—the continued help, I might add, of 
America’s charities and foundations. Part of 
making sure the money is spent well is to 

hear from the local folks about what is need-
ed; how can we help; how best can the money 
be spent. 

And that’s exactly what we’ve done today. 
We’re going to make sure that the Federal 
money is spent wisely and local money and 
charitable money is spent wisely as well, all 
aimed at making sure that the folks in Lou-
isiana and Mississippi get back on their feet 
and this vital region of our country is up and 
running again. There’s no doubt in my mind 
that out of this incredible devastation will 
come a better tomorrow. 

And again, I want to thank all the people 
who have taken time out of your busy sched-
ules to come and show your interest and rep-
resent your foundations and let the good 
folks know, in that troubled part of the world, 
that their voices of despair and concern are 
being heard all around the country. 

So thank you all for coming. I appreciate 
it very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in Room 
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to Nor-
man Francis, chairman, Louisiana Recovery Au-
thority; Leland Speed, director, Mississippi Devel-
opment Authority; and Donald E. Powell, Chair-
man, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
who is coordinating Federal gulf coast relief ef-
forts. A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

January 14 
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. 

January 15 
In the afternoon, the President returned 

to Washington, DC. 
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